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A Terroir of Excellence

“Sweet Ariadne, with your white hand pour the manna of Montepulciano; fill a magnum and offer it to me. This wine trickles to my heart, sweet down my throat, and how it kisses and bites! Oh, my eyes weep their tears! I am stunned, I am enchanted, I am rapt in ecstasy. Let everyone who reveres Lyaeus hear and believe the great decree pronounced by Bacchus, that Montepulciano is the king of all wine.” No better explanation exists of the role played in Tuscany’s wine history by Montepulciano territory, especially the Cervognano area, than that coined by the poet Francesco Redi, in his famous 1685 dithyramb ‘Bacco in Toscana’. The Etruscans were the first grape growers of Montepulciano, but the earliest written documentation is dated 789. Throughout the Middle Ages, excellent wines were produced without interruption on Mons Politianus and by the mid-1300s the town had already established regulations for their trade and export. In the mid-1500s, Pope Paul III was entranced by a red Rosso Scelto di Montepulciano. Poet Francesco Redi’s definition is still the loveliest.

Local History

This municipality dates back to Etruscan times and a legend has it that it was actually Porsenna, Lucumo of Chiusi, who founded the settlement. Archaeological findings date it to about the fourth century BC. In the Roman period it was the home of a garrison that controlled the roads. A document dated 715 AD mentions a church, Sancta Mater Ecclesia in Castello Pulliciano. In the twelfth century Siena began its manoeuvres to take Montepulciano (a stable alliance with Florence came about in 1390) and led to countless sieges of the town, which built cellars for storing food and wine during these attacks. Montepulciano enjoyed a golden age, from 1400 to 1500, when it was home to many artists and the poet Angelo Poliziano was born. In the mid-1500s, as Florence established its power, Montepulciano lost some of its strategic significance but none of its prestige. Subsequently the Grand Duke Ferdinand left the Captaincies of Montepulciano and Pietrasanta to the free government of the Grand Duchess Christine of Lorraine, who kept them until her death in 1636. The long supremacy of the House of Lorraine brought widespread economic and social recovery to Montepulciano. After the Unification of Italy, the town developed into the area’s leading agricultural market, whilst enterprise moved down to the valley floor, drawn by the railway (which arrived in 1884) and the easier connections ensured by the developing Chiusi junction.
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